Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 9: "When the Fātiḥa turned into a ray of light in the grave"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/9.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah continues the engineer's second experience. The engineer, still out of his body, wishes to be with his dead brother Riḍā and is taken by the spiritual voice to the cemetery by the shrine of an imamzāda. He sees his aunt recite the Fātiḥa at the grave and rays of light flow from her fingertips into it. The session then takes a long aside on his mind-reading, thought-implanting and mental arithmetic, tested for the book's author, and on how the saints receive inspiration. It returns to the grave, which the engineer sees as a huge space with a misty wall, beyond which lies a barzakhi garden he is not allowed to enter. Aminikhah closes with the heaviness of even a tiny violation of others' rights (ḥaqq al-nās) and the easy price of paradise.
1. Going to the cemetery
The engineer, still in his imaginal state and about to undergo an operation on his body, thought how he wished he were with his dead brother Riḍā. The spiritual voice asked whether he would like to go to the cemetery and said there was no obstacle: he had only to decide. When he decided he found himself there.
The town cemetery lies around the tomb of an imamzāda with a large dome, and Aminikhah says there is something to say about it later. He stood before Riḍā's grave, a short distance from the imamzāda's precinct, and looked at the gravestone, on which the carcass of a sparrow lay.
2. The aunt and the rays of light
He saw his aunt approaching. He understood that she had come out to buy medicine and, passing the cemetery, had decided to recite a Fātiḥa for Riḍā, to whom she was very attached. She saw the dead sparrow, lifted it by the wing, threw it towards a cypress tree, and then, leaning, laid the fingertips of her right hand on the grave, sighed and recited the Fātiḥa.
While she recited, rays of light came from her fingertips and entered the grave. She did not see them; only he did. The grave, a concrete one above ground, was like a door that opens onto the barzakh, and Aminikhah warns against supposing that the grave sends the light: rather, the material site of the grave is linked to the dead person's heavenly barzakh. He notes that people differ: some are in the barzakhi paradise, which he identifies with Wādī al-Salām (at Najaf), some in the barzakhi hell, Burhūt in Yemen, and some are wandering, to be explained later.
When she raised her hands to pray for Riḍā, light again came from her fingertips, this time rising to the sky. She wiped her face with her palms and left by the gate.
After she left, the engineer wanted to look inside Riḍā's grave.
3. The author's mind is read
The book's author thought: why would he want to see inside his brother's little, frightening, loathsome pit? The engineer gave him a quick look and said it was not small, frightening or loathsome at all, and was embarrassed to have given away that he had read the author's mind.
He explained that since his experience he can sometimes read minds, and with great pleading from the author he disclosed only that much and then said, "let it go". He later agreed to help for two reasons: so that the author could write a comprehensive book, on condition that his name never appear. He said that among what God gave him were three things: mind-reading, the power of suggestion (he decides and the other thinks it), and instant answers to any multiplication or division.
Aminikhah says there is film of these tests, though the man does not want them published.
4. The tests
Mind-reading. The engineer closed his eyes and told the author to read his mind; the author thought for ten seconds and then asked what he had been thinking. The engineer said two sentences had passed through his mind and the first began "if only": "if only Fāṭima could witness this", Fāṭima being his wife, who loves such things. The author shook and confirmed it. The second thought was that he could not tell it to his brother, who would never believe it, and a memory of a trip to Baluchistan with a friend, Ḥusayn, when they met an extraordinary mystic, and his brother asked for Ḥusayn as witness with a proverb about the fox whose witness was its tail. The engineer said the author's brother clearly did not hold him in high regard and named the others he had thought of, and the author said that was enough.
Limits and warning. He said he reads minds only sometimes, that others can too, and that mind-reading is not strange; sometimes it is a satanic power, which Satan gives to a misguided person.
Suggestion. He asked the author to think of something and looked at him for ten seconds, and the word "pomegranate" formed in the author's mind, and he named it. Then Ḥusayn took his turn and the word was "horse", confirmed. The engineer explained that he had implanted both words, and that the two had not chosen them themselves, which is different from mind-reading.
Arithmetic. He did long multiplication and division in his head in seconds, without pen or paper. When asked to do decimals, he said he now thought they were treating it as a joke and that was enough.
Aminikhah's comment: the saints (awliyāʾ) were like this. He advises taking a notebook and pen to Imam Riḍā's shrine, since one of the Imam's favours is divine inspirations (ilqāʾāt-i rabbānī), by which knowledge and understanding reach a person, provided the person has purity and a clean imagination and is not looking around, thinking, say, of marriage. He jokes about people who go on pilgrimage looking for a suitable "case".
He tells of the late martyr Tihrānī Muqaddam, the commander of Iran's missile programme, who said that he got long-range missile technology from Imam Riḍā's shrine. When the Russians refused help, he did a three-day retreat (iʿtikāf) at the shrine and wrote down all he knew; the Russians, shown the paper, said they were themselves still trying to reach the last point he had written. He says he also learned of this from Tihrānī Muqaddam's memoirs and from a friend. Tihrānī Muqaddam also said that when he sat in the lessons of Āqā Ḥaddād on the Tawḥīd sūra he sensed that the teacher was putting these words in his mind. Those with heavenly power, he says, also have the power of inspiration.
5. The grave, seen with the eye of the spirit
The engineer came back to Riḍā's grave. It did not have an ordinary form and does not fit earthly theory; he says he is only obliged to report what he saw, he cannot give a scientific explanation, and he does not know the answers to many of the questions.
The grave was a space 500 metres long and 300 wide. Aminikhah says that for a first-rank believer, it is as wide as heaven and earth and 100 metres high. It was a large cuboid ending on every side in a high, misty wall, beyond which he could not see.
Riḍā's body was there in a horizontal cotton-coloured aura, human-sized, up in the right-hand corner, as if floating, with about 100 metres of empty space beneath it. Above it was empty space as high as from a grave floor to the ground, and then a cloud-like surface. He could not see inside the aura.
He explains that such places are invisible to the bodily eye and visible only to the eye of the spirit, like a drop of blood that looks like a small red circle and shows white and red cells, plasma and platelets under a microscope.
Aminikhah says there is much to say about the grave and that the grave itself is not the barzakh.
What caught his attention was a very pleasant smell. He was curious what lay beyond the misty walls and slid, not touching the ground, towards them. The wall was of a dull light. When he entered it the fragrance became a thousand times stronger. He moved slowly for 50 metres through a milk-coloured space and passed through the membrane. Beyond it he saw, clearly but briefly and from some distance, a very beautiful and fresh place full of trees, rivers and birds.
The trees were not like earthly trees. Some were glass-like, so that one could see inside trunk, branches and leaves, some vapour-like, some jelly-like. The rivers' water looked like waving light, and the birds' colours and forms were unlike anything seen.
Aminikhah tells a story of a blind man in a village who asked a saint to heal his eyes; the saint, saying he was not Christ, told him to look for a moment, and he saw a rooster and went blind again. Afterwards he described the sea and the sky and everything as like a rooster. The barzakh relative to this world, he says, is like that: it cannot be understood.
He quotes Mullā Ṣadrā's "whoever has no unveiling (kashf) has no knowledge" (man lā kashfa lahu lā ʿilma lahu) for the point that one cannot understand the barzakh without having seen it. He adds that the "straight path" (ṣirāṭ mustaqīm) is not a bridge but, since "straight" is from istiqāma, a path in another space.
The engineer says whatever he says is like the difference between a seahorse and a land horse, or more.
6. Not allowed in
He says he will tell next time how he was honoured to see the barzakhi paradise, but from afar, and tried to go in. A spiritual figure asked what he was doing, and when he said he wanted to enter paradise, said no, he was sorry, he was not permitted, and all the warm unprecedented pleasure he had gained was lost. He could not enter.
Aminikhah tells of a teacher whose late father-in-law, asked afterwards how he was, said the barzakhi paradise was so beautiful that if he had spent his whole life in prostration to be shown it for a moment, it would have been worth it.
7. Closing points
A pinhead of ḥaqq al-nās (violation of others' rights) ruins even an ordinary person.
He tells a story from the commentary Manhaj al-Ṣādiqīn about Prophet Yūsuf: when he ruled, he saw a fine young man, and Jibrīl asked whether he knew him; he was the child who testified in Yūsuf's favour in prison, and Jibrīl said Yūsuf had rewarded his single true testimony richly, so how much more will God reward one who testifies to God's oneness.
He cites "there is no god but God is the price of paradise" and Imam Sajjād's saying, as he gives it, that it is no wonder someone enters paradise but a wonder that someone enters hell, which is the height of wretchedness.
Next session: a funeral arrives at the cemetery, the engineer sees spirits there, and then returns to his body in the hospital. He ends with the supplication for the Imam of the Age.




