Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 11: "The world of the covenant and its relation to friendships, family and earthly destiny"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/11.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah reads what the engineer remembered inside the brown cylinder of light: the knowledge we all had before birth, and a story of the world before Adam, Satan's pride, the stage of pure spirits and the stage of the covenant (ʿālam-i dharr), in which each soul lived in a tiny body in a group. He ties these to teachings of the Qurʾān and the Imams, including that prophets only remind us of what is in us, that everything has awareness, and that angels are involved in every provision and protection. The engineer also learns the true story of the girl he nearly hit, and the pre-birth advice he was given. Aminikhah closes the Nowruz-time series by asking his audience's forgiveness before leaving for pilgrimage.
1. Knowledge from before birth
The engineer says that in the cylinder he remembered many sciences and saw that he had always had them, since they are placed in our nature (fiṭra). Aminikhah ties this to the covenant verse:
"And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], 'Am I not your Lord?' They said, 'Yes, we have testified.' [This] - lest you should say on the day of Resurrection, 'Indeed, we were of this unaware.'" (Q 7:172, Sahih International)
All knowledge and truths are within us, he says, and the prophets come not to teach but to remind, as ʿAlī says in the Nahj al-Balāgha that they come "to unearth for them the buried treasures of the intellects". Distance from matter and worldly attachment lets us see these truths, and the further the distance, the more we see.
2. Everything perceives
The engineer says he saw that everything in the material world has the faculty of perception. Aminikhah recalls earlier discussions: everything has awareness, everything glorifies, and every word, musical note and particle of scent has awareness, feeling and memory, and will bear witness on the Day of Resurrection. A witness who had not perceived the scene could not testify.
He says all things hear and see their surroundings and react. He recalls Ayatollah Wijdānī Fakhr's saying, that at noon on ʿĀshūrā the whole world weeps blood for Imam Ḥusayn, and the remark attributed to Ṭabāṭabāʾī that he could not sleep at night for the sound of the glorification of doors and walls.
Everything here, he says, has come down from a higher reality:
"And there is not a thing but that with Us are its depositories, and We do not send it down except according to a known measure." (Q 15:21, Sahih International)
"So exalted is He in whose hand is the realm of all things, and to Him you will be returned." (Q 36:83, Sahih International) He draws from this that everything has a heavenly dimension (malakūt) and perception, and that this is why animals speak.
The engineer says that if humans could reach the memory-store of natural things, they could get answers to many questions from a grain of sand, a drop of water or a molecule of air. He also says he then knew the interpretation of every verse of the Qurʾān, and some remains in his mind.
3. The world before Adam
The engineer says he remembered the inhabitants of the earth before Adam. Aminikhah warns that the underlying topics (geology, cosmology, philosophy) are long and he can only gesture at them. The book's account says there were five kinds: minerals (which are not lifeless, only of little material existence but with a soul of sorts), plants, animals, jinn, and a humanlike race before Adam.
That earlier "humanity" was not Adam's descendants. They looked very like Adam but were larger, with immature minds, without human reason and will, something between animal and jinn. The present human, descended from Adam, is something between animal and angel; the earlier one was between jinn and animal, with the weak will of the jinn. They were visible to the jinn, the relation of knife and cheese, and the age was full of strife: jinn fought each other, humans fought each other, and jinn and humans were hostile. The bloodshed reached such a point that God's wrath destroyed that race and many criminal jinn, keeping alive the jinn who were not criminals. One of them was Satan, who was a devout jinn with a wife and children. The angels took him to the heavens.
For years Satan worshipped in the heavens, until God created Adam in His own image, breathed into him and taught him, and commanded Satan to prostrate. Satan refused.
A story told in the book: before Adam's creation the angels learned that one of the near ones would soon be cursed. They went to Satan, a great ascetic, who was in prayer and, as a narration says, each of his prostrations lasted two thousand years. They waited, and he said he already knew. They asked him to pray that none of them would suffer such an end; he refused twice, then at their insistence prayed "Lord, do not curse these angels", not "do not curse us". His pride showed: he never thought he would be disgraced.
Satan, according to the engineer, now has no peaceful life, because the angels continually attack him, and he has an immense fear of death, especially sudden death. His reprieve is "until the Day of the known time":
"He said, 'My Lord, then reprieve me until the Day they are resurrected.' [Allah] said, 'So indeed, you are of those reprieved Until the Day of the time well-known.'" (Q 15:36-38, Sahih International)
Aminikhah says Satan does not know when he will die and is therefore always under stress. He adds that he gave a year of daily talks on Satan in Mashhad, that a narration has a man seeing Satan who said he knows five names which, if he swore God by them on the Day of Resurrection, would see him forgiven, but that the agony of death makes him forget them.
4. The stage of pure spirits and the stage of the covenant
Asked about the period of pure spirits, the engineer says the scenes are scattered, blurred, or black and white in his mind, but together he has gathered certain facts. Every person before coming to earth lived through two heavenly stages: that of pure spirits and that of the covenant.
God first created human spirits without any body, not even a subtle one, in the world of lights. Aminikhah mentions that narrations on the Prophet's light and Fāṭima's light are long, and that the one who has seen is solving questions the scholars are stuck on.
Some time later God gave them tiny bodies of the same shape as their earthly ones, and spirits had to live in them until birth. This is the world of the covenant, he says. He links it to the two small figures the engineer saw on the scaffold in session 7, and the engineer's answer there that they were his children who would be born later. He says he saw them as they will look at thirty.
In the covenant world people were in groups, and we associated with some spirits and not with all. Most of those in one's group are around one now, even in the same family. His first wife was not in his group, and they came from different and unfamiliar groups and could not get on. The author put a string of dots and an exclamation mark in the book at that point, and Aminikhah jokes that his hair stood on end.
In heaven they were called by names different from their earthly names. For instance the man who is his father here was "Apū" there, and the place of the covenant world was "Tīzūl". There was no time, no day and night or seasons. Aminikhah says the narrations also record the covenant-world names of the Imams, such as Ḥasan, Ḥusayn and ʿAlī.
Each group was linked to a great holy spirit who taught the members. Asked about this teacher and what was taught, the engineer would not answer and said he would only say what he is permitted. He said the main place was Tīzūl, but at times they came to earth, and he himself came several times, staying some years each time, though he does not remember details. Aminikhah stops him there: this is not reincarnation (tanāsukh), which he calls impossible and a big lie; a person returns, if at all, to his own body, never to another's. The engineer came in the same small subtle body and floated among people unseen.
Aminikhah adds an anecdote from one of his teachers about a man at the shrine of Shāh ʿAbd al-ʿAẓīm who was approached by a tiny person asking for prayer and saying he was the child of a certain brother who had no child. He says the wife was soon found to be pregnant, with a daughter of the given name.
He cites ʿAlī as saying that in battle, before he strikes someone, he looks at his whole lineage to the resurrection and, if there is a believer in it, does not strike.
The engineer also says he knew in the covenant world that he would be born in Iran, in a certain small town and hospital, and knew his family's level of education, culture and wealth. He knew what job he would take and that God would test him through it. Aminikhah says this shows what a complex being the human is, even a drug addict, and warns that everyone is tested through their work.
5. The girl he nearly hit
In the cylinder the engineer learned the whole truth of the accident. He saw an angel beside the little girl lift her in an instant from in front of his car and put her at the kerb, at a speed greater than the speed of light.
Aminikhah says there are far more angels than particles. God has made an angel for every raindrop, grain of wheat or rice and snowflake, which the engineer says are too many to imagine. He says that on the Night of Power they descend on the Imam's heart and each takes its task, and that for one ear of wheat of 700 grains, 700 angels come to the Imam.
He tells an anecdote (place forgotten) of body-washers in Khurasan who were hungry and heated some herb stew; the corpse took a deep breath, opened its eyes and said he was cold and hungry, and the washers had to wash him again. His moral is that one's allotted portion comes to one and does not change.
He gives a model of one day's meat reaching him through a chain of angels: moving vapour to the sky, steering clouds to a plain, placing raindrops, bringing seeds by wind, watching the growth, driving the sheep to the plants, and so on. The engineer's point, as Aminikhah reads it, should not be taken as determinism (jabr).
Every person has two permanent recording angels, with others coming and going: a day angel and a night angel, yearly and monthly angels, and angels who accompany a pilgrim. There are also two satans with each person. He says the Prophet said his own satan became Muslim. When a person goes towards sin, the right-hand angel does not write for seven hours, as he gives it.
Guardian angels do not leave us for a moment and protect us until our appointed time (ajal), even in an aeroplane. They act by putting obstacles between us and calamities, by arousing the sixth sense, or by direct intervention, as when we stand aside from a car, or by upsetting plans we made. He quotes "God lifts the annulment of resolutions". We usually call this luck.
6. Advice before birth
The engineer was advised before coming to earth: to love others in the world, from uns (intimacy); to be good and kind to everyone and listen to what God says through revelation; to help everyone; and never to forget that God is always watching his deeds. Aminikhah calls the last the most important ethical and mystical advice.
Asked what saddens him most in this world, the engineer said that some, even educated ones, say God does not exist when He fills the world. Aminikhah gives a story of fish asking when they will be taken to the sea.
7. Closing
The account of the city, and "extraordinary and beautiful events" he says would suit film or animation, comes after the engineer leaves the cylinder.
It is the end of the Persian year 1397, with Nowruz close. Aminikhah asks forgiveness of the students (especially the engineering students at the university, whom he says he loves) for any lateness or offence. He mentions the student seclusion (iʿtikāf) and says he is going on pilgrimage, to Najaf and the Mosque of Kūfa for iʿtikāf, as a proxy pilgrim (nāʾib al-ziyāra) for everyone. He ends with a prayer to be together under ʿAlī's shade in the next world.




