Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 12: "The assault of devils and impure spirits on the cities"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/12.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah, greeting the new year 1398 (2019), recaps the series so far and resumes the engineer's account from the brown cylinder. Looking down at the city from about sixty metres up, the engineer sees luminous auras around people and objects, and then countless black and earth-coloured beings, devils and the spirits of sinners, swarming through every kind of place. He describes their forms in detail, and Aminikhah draws out points about the barzakhi form of things, how the saints and the faithful are protected, and which places and habits attract devils or angels. The first of the scenes the engineer saw, a gambling party in a duplex house, ends the session.
1. Recap and the new year
He greets the audience for the new year, 1398, and prays that it strengthen spiritual life and bring them nearer to God and the Imam of the Age.
Last year's whole theme was where the true place of the human being is and what an honest person living on the basis of reality looks like. Reality, he says, is behind the curtain, beyond what we see, and what we see is deceptive.
They had read less than half of the book Ān sūy-e marg and were in the second story, in which an engineer who had been in a coma reported what he saw. He was put into a brown cylinder and remembered, from the beginning of creation, the world of creation, the world of spirits and the world of the covenant. Aminikhah hopes to return to that part later in the year.
2. The city from above, and the auras
After the cylinder the engineer went round the city with his heavenly eye, about sixty metres above the ground. He says what we see now, the faces, walls and rooms, is only the outer appearance, and behind the curtain there is another report.
The only unusual thing, as before, was an aura around each person, of light and waves. Asked about its shape, he said elliptical, tilted a little to the left. Aminikhah reads this as showing the "companions of the right" and "companions of the left", saying the engineer saw that these ellipses were the companions of the left. He says these auras are their subtle bodies, and that this is what is meant by the barzakhi eye.
Every tree and every lifeless thing also had an aura. Nothing is without a barzakhi form. This pillar has one, and on the Day of Resurrection it will testify to everyone who prayed, spoke, gossiped or recited the Qurʾān here. He clarifies, in answer to an imagined objection, that it is the barzakhi form that testifies, not the clay and its colour.
He gives the example of a liquor shop in Pāmanār, Tehran, that was turned into a mosque after the revolution: on that Day the cabaret will testify and so will the mosque. Asked how a grave can be re-used when millions are buried in a place, he says a saint may be buried in a spot, then a wicked man, then a saint again, and the barzakhi form is another matter. He says he once dreamt of a man buried in a three-storey grave and asked how he was, and was told "not bad".
Anything bearing ʿAlī's name, he adds, is sanctified by angels until the resurrection, and for every line of beneficial knowledge someone leaves behind, God gives cities in paradise. If the paper is erased, the heavenly form is what counts.
3. The swarm of devils and impure spirits
The spiritual voice asked what he saw. He said only auras, and then suddenly saw terrifying scenes, as if at the nearest point to hell. Millions, billions of beings, some black and some earth-coloured, filled the earth and sky of the city, like layers of huge ugly locusts, rushing in bands of hundreds of thousands. They climbed buildings and passed through walls and windows into houses, shops, offices, cars, restaurants, hairdressers, even religious places, spreading hatred and bad smells.
The black ones were devils (shayāṭīn), and the earth-coloured ones impure spirits, that is, the spirits of dead sinners who are companions of the devils.
The devils had many odd forms and kept changing shape, in medium, large and giant sizes. The engineer could not describe them well, and Aminikhah compares this to the blind man who saw only a rooster, and to explaining the petrochemical industry to a foetus. They had neither human nor animal form, but many had eyes, ears, hands, feet and noses and kept changing to resemble, for instance, huge odd cockroaches, very ugly large lizards, abnormal gorillas, even a human or animal foetus. The engineer stresses that they did not much resemble these: the result was a composite concept of all of them.
Aminikhah says that once in the shrine of Imam Riḍā his eyes opened for a moment and he saw everyone in animal shape, and that he has "memories, passed on from chest to chest" he cannot share.
Details given by the engineer: extremely ugly and frightening, with wrinkled skin on the face like a crocodile's but full of festering boils; eyes like two glass bubbles glowing fearsomely; wide deep mouths; some with broad tongues, some with thin long ones of three to seven centimetres. Their bodies were of a viscous kind of substance that he apologises for comparing to phlegm or thick nasal mucus, glossy black. They stayed near living people, often by their shoulders or above their heads, sometimes so close that they seemed to enter under the skin, sometimes settling in clusters like bees, then suddenly leaving. They were naked, some hairless, some hairy, some with very long, tangled head-hair, mostly neutral in sex though some male and female. They moved a little above the ground, some sliding, some crawling like crocodiles, some leaping. They could speak, with deep rattling sounds, and kept vomiting something black and liquid over many people.
The spirits of wicked people were recognisably human, but their bodies and faces were so elongated and thin that they looked rather like snakes, and they crept through the air over the city, repulsive. Aminikhah says he will bring, after this book, a more philosophical and Qurʾānic treatment of barzakhi matters from one of the great authors.
Despite the apparent disorder, they all followed a mysterious law that put each exactly where it should be and doing what it should.
"Do you not see that We have sent the devils upon the disbelievers, inciting them to [evil] with [constant] incitement?" (Q 19:83, Sahih International)
He quotes the late Āyatollāh Shāhābādī as saying that Satan is the "dog at God's door": it bites the stranger but flees from someone it knows, and from some names it flees.
4. Protection, and what attracts devils
He tells of a man at whose head lay a turban; some devils came to attack him, and one who opened the door saw the turban and told the others he was one of God's soldiers and they should leave him.
On the first night of Ramadan, he says, the devils are chained, and the believer who fasts and recites is distancing himself from them. A teacher told of rising at dawn with a good state, weeping, and being met next morning in the street by a woman with an unrelated remark; Pahlavān Tihrānī, seeing him, smiled and said that a good dawn shows a person the pit by the light of dawn, and that when the Qurʾān is recited the devils leave and angels come.
What attracts devils: the market is the devils' food, with mosques the best place and markets the worst; the market is a devils' haunt, and it is recommended to open your shop first and close first, and disliked to open last and close last. He criticises the current "year of production boom" slogans, saying the market's atmosphere is one of lying, fraud, adulteration and betrayal. Devils are much fewer in shrines but are still there.
The engineer saw other beings too, many of light. Waves of light now and then attacked the devils and destroyed them, but others of the same kind replaced them. These strands of light were angels.
5. Many scenes at once
The spiritual voice then let him see other scenes, hundreds of short scenes in all their details at once. In the book's question-and-answer, the interviewer says that in the material body one cannot be in two places at once, whereas the imaginal body can be in many places in one instant. The engineer agreed: it can leave its compressed state and take a simple (basīṭ) form, spread out as waves, so it can be present at many points, and he was in that state.
Aminikhah's example: the light in this prayer hall is with me and with you at once, and it surrounds us all. A being that moves away from matter, becomes abstract and ascends is like that: it encompasses everyone and is not hidden. He applies this to the Imam of the Age, citing the Imam as "God's retentive ear". A sound leaves your mouth and reaches the Imam before it reaches your own or your friend's ear.
Continuing tomorrow, he says the first scene was the gamblers and the second will follow.
6. The first scene: a gambling party
The engineer saw inside a duplex house, where in truth he was present: four people sat round a wooden table gambling, with travellers' cheques on the table. That was the outward form; he saw the heavenly aspect and not the material one. The inside was full of devils, each of a particular form: one small with an old face, one very fat and hairless, one thin with bristling long hair, one with a single eye in the forehead, one with no eyes, mouth or nose. He says he would have died of fright if he had been in his body.
They were all around and between the gamblers' hands and legs, constantly encouraging them, and "the devil of gambling is playing with your hand". They spoke in deep rattling sounds, and a foul, smoke-like substance came from beneath them, which stimulated the gamblers to continue.
He says that he understood how the sounds were translated in the gamblers' minds into sentences such as "Don't give up so soon! Don't you want to win back what you lost? Don't be afraid, go on, this time you will surely win." Aminikhah ties this to the Qurʾān on the whisperer in the breasts:
"From the evil of the retreating whisperer - Who whispers [evil] into the breasts of mankind - From among the jinn and mankind." (Q 114:4-6, Sahih International)
He adds a narration, as he gives it: at dawn angels come to wake the believer for worship, and if he obeys he prays and the angels pray behind him, while if he obeys the devils and sleeps they urinate on his face.




