Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 13: "The explosion of light and the devils' flight at the moment of repentance"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/13.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah, at the start of Shaʿbān, continues the engineer's account of the hundreds of scenes he saw at once over the city. He covers three of them: spirits of damned Muslims starving at a table full of food; a young man trying to repent in a station prayer room while devils swarm round him, who is saved by a burst of light when he prostrates; and a woman schoolteacher on her way to the bank to give all her savings to a sick neighbour while devils attack her. Aminikhah's comments focus on how devils work: they attack through religious-sounding arguments, they pursue every good deed, they hold nothing back from the saints, and they attack from all four directions. He warns listeners again not to read the last forty pages of the book.
1. The month of Shaʿbān
He congratulates the audience on the start of Shaʿbān, a month of mercy, a counterpart of Muḥarram: those who were martyred in Muḥarram (as he says, Imam Ḥusayn, al-ʿAbbās, Imam Sajjād and ʿAlī al-Akbar) were born in Shaʿbān, and Muḥarram has no birthday celebrations while Shaʿbān has no martyrdoms. It is the Prophet's month, a month for invoking blessings on him.
2. Recap, and a warning about the last forty pages
The engineer saw hundreds of scenes at once at sixty metres above the ground, while in a coma. Seven or eight will be told. Aminikhah recalls the last forty pages of the book, in which some jinn befriend the engineer and one gives him messages and codes, which he puts into practice and finally learns the jinn was a devil; when he tries to resist, they fall on him with all kinds of troubles. He strongly advises that nobody read those forty pages, even though a footnote in the book tells readers to read them.
3. Scene two: the hungry spirits at the dining table
In a house, eight living people (three women and five men) sat eating at a table. The women looked flashy in revealing, provocative clothes worn to attract. Several human spirits were in the room, not devils but low spirits, those who died headed for hell. Their bodies were thin like snakes, as the engineer said earlier.
They flung themselves at the table with savage greed, as if starved of food and drink for thousands of years: roast chicken, minced and fillet kebab, rice, pitchers of water or soft drink. Crawling through the air, they grabbed with greedy hands, but their hands passed through the food. They coiled round the pitchers and thrust their narrow heads in but could not drink. Hunger and thirst drove them madder, and they fought over foolish things, a piece of food or a jug, entwining like wounded snakes. The stench was bad, and there were heart-rending moans.
The spiritual voice said that these were gluttonous Muslims who had paid no heed to the hungry and desperate, never fasted without real excuse, and even mocked those who fasted. (Aminikhah jokes that they had no phones to post stories of themselves eating in Ramadan.) They will feel hunger and thirst until the end of the barzakh.
The author's friend Ḥusayn concluded that hell begins from this very earth. The engineer's feeling was pity, not hatred: he wished they had not been hard-hearted, and had fasted, since thirty days' fasting is nothing compared with perpetual hunger and thirst.
4. How Aminikhah knows the engineer is reporting what he heard
The author of the book had begun to doubt, asking whether the engineer had said exactly these words. The engineer replied that he reported everything from the start without changing even a "wa", and was reporting what he had heard, not inventing it.
Aminikhah says the engineer evidently does not know the narrations the account matches, and that is what makes the book remarkable to him: he went, saw, and only reports what he saw, without mixing in knowledge.
5. Scene three: the young man who wanted to repent
A young man sat alone in the prayer room of a railway station, ashamed, distressed and regretful, intending to repent of a sin. Devils gathered round him like bees round a hive. Aminikhah says this matches the Qurʾānic image of a "visitation (ṭāʾif) of Satan", with ṭāʾif meaning a swarm that gathers and buzzes, spits and blows. The verse:
"Indeed, those who fear Allah - when an impulse touches them from Satan, they remember [Him] and at once they have insight." (Q 7:201, Sahih International)
He says the verse's "touch" fits the image of bees round a spot.
He mentions that he gave a series on "Satan in the Nahj al-Balāgha" in Qom around 2009-10 (about twenty sessions), on "Satan in the Qurʾān" in Mashhad in 2011 (about eighty sessions), and last year a series on "Satan and his organisation" (fourteen or fifteen sessions). There is no place, he says, where devils are not at work, even in this lecture.
He tells a narration, as he gives it, about the soil of Karbala (turba): the genuine soil taken from above Imam Ḥusayn's tomb, as the Kāmil al-Ziyārāt says, loses half its effect when devils strike themselves against it, so there are prayers and rules for protecting it. He also says the Black Stone (Ḥajar al-Aswad), which a narration says was white and was blackened by sinners touching it, is an example of the effects of acts and of human and jinn devils, and he jokes about modern political figures as human devils.
Devils hold nothing back: if they cannot stop a good deed forming they follow it, as it rises through the seven heavens, in each of which devils are stationed, to plant doubt, hesitation, suspicion of God and of other believers, backbiting and slander. A deed as small as two rak'as is hard to get through, he says.
The devils' voices were low and drawn out, like a recording played slowly, but the engineer understood them. One said: "You want to repent? Deprive yourself of enjoyable sins? You have plenty of time, all the years ahead. You are still young and healthy, and a healthy young man without sin has no appeal. Sin is the salt of life! Besides, do you think you will go to hell for breaking a few rules? God is very forgiving and kind, however bad they are."
Aminikhah says Satan also preaches, delivers sermons, recites elegies, cites verses and narrations, and has thousands of years of experience. He gives an anecdote he heard from a student of ʿAllāma Ṭabāṭabāʾī: the ʿAllāma, his hand trembling in later life, once told visitors, unprompted, that Satan does not come to someone like him to tell him to commit a sin but comes in the guise of religion, by way of verse, narration and duty, saying that it is his duty to expose scandal.
He tells a story, as he heard it, about a student's dream of Shaykh Anṣārī: a figure had ropes, cables and threads attached to everyone's neck and tried to drag Anṣārī out of his house by a thick cable; Anṣārī resisted, cut it in the middle of the lane and went back inside, saying he was pulling people towards God. Another student was asked about the thread on him and told he was a good boy and would come at a whistle. The dreamer woke up frightened and went to Anṣārī, who was in extreme poverty and had in his house religious dues (wujūhāt) belonging to others. Anṣārī then said that he had been tempted to take a dirham from them, intending to repay it, until he asked himself what would happen if he died the next day, and said it was the Imam's property. Aminikhah says this was Satan's scheme for Anṣārī.
He says that Satan also tried to provoke ʿAlī while he was washing the Prophet's body, saying that the Prophet, being purified in the verse, needed no washing, citing the purification verse, and ʿAlī rebuked him:
"Allah intends only to remove from you the impurity [of sin], O people of the [Prophet's] household, and to purify you with [extensive] purification." (Q 33:33, Sahih International)
He adds that Satan appeared to Imam Sajjād in the prayer niche and bit his foot and left.
After some struggle the young man made his decision, bent in prostration with his forehead on the prayer tablet and said with a lump in his throat and shame: "God, forgive me! I made a mistake, I promise never to repeat it." A light burst in the room with a loud noise, the devils screamed, turned into black powder and disappeared. Aminikhah recalls ʿAlī's saying, as he gives it, that on the feast of the Prophet's mission, Iblīs wailed from the cave of Ḥirāʾ.
6. Scene four: the teacher on the way to the bank
In the western part of the city, a 35-year-old woman walked along the pavement with an army of devils following. She stopped before a bank and was about to go up eleven steps. The devils had her fully worked out, and the engineer heard their ill-omened murmurs and saw the foul dark smoke under them.
The spiritual voice said she was a mathematics teacher whose poor neighbour had fallen seriously ill and needed an operation but had no money for the hospital or aftercare. Yesterday she learned this and, without anyone asking, decided to help. She was going to withdraw all her savings and give them to the neighbour.
Ever since, the devils had not left her alone. At the top of the steps a frightening, lizard-like devil with a long broad tongue and red eyes had appeared, since, Aminikhah explains, if the small devils fail the bigger ones come, and then the chiefs. It crawled down towards her and rasped, in translation: "Do you realise what you are doing? Give all your money to your neighbour? Give me one logical reason! What has her illness to do with you? Is she your daughter, your sister? You know she can never repay you. Don't be a fool, you are not obliged. Have you forgotten what you gave up to save this much? Think of a rainy day. If you fall ill tomorrow, who will pay? Your husband is dead and your parents are not well off."
Aminikhah says this is the Qurʾānic four-direction attack, and cites Satan's declaration:
"Then I will come to them from before them and from behind them and on their right and on their left, and You will not find most of them grateful [to You]." (Q 7:17, Sahih International)
He reads it with al-Mīzān as meaning the front is the future and the rear is the past: "no one helped you before, and no one will help you later".
The engineer did not see how it ended and does not know whether the devil succeeded.
Aminikhah gives a joke: a preacher said that when you want to give charity, devils stick to your hand, and a man promised a sack of rice, went home and came back empty-handed. Asked if the little devils stopped him, he said no, his wife did.
7. Closing
He says the fourth scene is done and the fifth and others will come next session. He ends with the supplication for the Imam of the Age.




