Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 14: "The dance of the devils and the fall of a proud man in his drunkenness"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/14.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah continues the engineer's account of the scenes seen over the city. The fifth scene is of a dead mayor's spirit tormented in his old office by envy of his successor; the sixth of a psychologist dying of a heart attack while Satan tries in her last minute to make her lose faith; the seventh, of a drunk man during which devils dance round and one takes possession of his unconscious body. Aminikhah's comments dwell on attachment to rank and possessions as the core of barzakhi suffering, the devil's last-moment attack, the quarrelsomeness of damned spirits against the harmony of paradise, and the occasions at which devils are most active.
1. Scene five: the former mayor's spirit
The new mayor sat at his large, elegant desk and believed he was alone. The thin spirit of the previous mayor, who had died, crawled in the air in front of the desk and cursed him with ugly curses. (Aminikhah says the new mayor had been his deputy.) Aminikhah adds a joke about spirits who keep doing what they did in life, such as a dead man still selling cucumbers in a cemetery, unable to believe he is dead.
When the old mayor calmed down he looked longingly at the desk and said: it is a grand desk, is it not? When you sit behind it you feel you are a different person, in command of everything and everyone. It gave him character, credit, weight and stood for his power and rank. In his years as mayor his position was everything to him, "my god, my religion, my prophet, my honour".
He admitted that all his hard work had been for show and for keeping his position. He was sunk to the throat in corruption, took bribes, trampled the rights of the weak, lied and tricked owners out of prime land, but claimed he had also done services for his own benefit and therefore deserved the desk and position.
Now that his successor held his desk he hated him. He would have gone straight to hell after death if only he did not have to see someone sitting behind his desk. He writhed in rage, envy and regret, "like a lizard in oil, a snake thrown in an oven, a man with boiling water poured down his throat", and the worst of it was that all his rage and envy and regret was useless.
Then he shook, had a fit and went through a temporary loss of memory, which Aminikhah says is the permanent state of such a spirit as it comes and goes. He rushed at the new mayor shouting "What are you doing at my desk? Get out of my chair!" and, unable to touch him, remembered he was dead and became still angrier, with loud screams and more curses. He then calmed, looked at the desk again, and repeated the whole speech from the start, "without a single wa changed". Aminikhah says the interview film confirms the engineer's account.
The author asked whether this captivity to earthly wishes and attachments is itself part of the barzakhi punishment. Aminikhah says it is the hardest barzakhi torment, not clubs and sticks or God taking revenge, as if saying "after seventy years you slipped away from Me, now I am paying you back". The things you were attached to are taken from you: the whole message of God and the prophets is that these do not stay, so prepare for a higher kind of life.
He applies it to himself: if his speaking position, office and organisation had lasted, they would not have come to him; the previous holder left them. Everyone leaves. The theme of these fifty or so sessions, he says, has been to live by reality, and rank and fame are not real.
Living among such things is a torment: a famous person who goes somewhere and is not recognised. He gives the example of a footballer's film. By contrast the unattached person has his bag packed. He quotes the late Ayatollah Ṣafāʾī Ḥāʾirī: "my state towards death is like someone with his bag in his hand on the road", begging buses to take him on, even on the buffet.
He adds that the believer who is unattached works ten times more than others, because it is those who do not cling to the world who build it; the one attached builds only to keep his rank. He quotes ʿAlī, as he gives it, as saying that his love of death was greater than a child's attachment to its mother's breast, and that he "divorced the world thrice".
Quoting Ayatollah Jawādī Āmulī: the pain is like taking the drug from an addict but not the addiction. At death the substance is taken and the addiction is not, and one writhes. He gives an example of a man who walked for hours to save a taxi fare and whose children, at his burial, did not know how to spend his money.
2. Scene six: the psychologist dying
A woman had a heart attack in the study of her house. The engineer knew her before: a psychologist who taught at a university. In her last minute, an ugly devil entered the room. Aminikhah says the last moment is the devil's last effort, like a team that is behind and whose goalkeeper comes forward. He quotes Imam Khomeini, as he gives it, that at the last moment, using attachments to the world, Satan tries to take all a person's faith.
He tells why Khomeini, in his last days, said not to bring his grandson Sayyid ʿAlī Āqā: because he would see Khomeini's attachment to the boy. Ḥājj Aḥmad Āqā, he says, explained in an interview that he understood the point from what Khomeini had said, namely that the devil uses attachments at the last moment to strip faith.
The devil said to the woman: you are dying, only a few moments remain, where is the one you believed to be God, where are the saints and gentle angels you thought would come to your bedside? If it were true you would see them now. What basis did you have to believe religious lies all your life? Forget what the religious told you for a few seconds and be realistic: there is no God, no angel, no other world; man is only matter and is destroyed by death.
The devil threw a dangerous anxiety and doubt into her. The voice said: "Do you see? Satan does not give up until the last seconds of a person's life." Aminikhah recalls Ayatollah Shujāʿī's account of a saint who, at the end, saw the devil and told him to let him have this one second to get free. The engineer felt great pity for her and wished someone could lift the veil from her eyes so she could see the devil.
3. Scene seven: the drunk man and the dancing devils
A heavy, thick-moustached man lay drunk on his bed. He prided himself greatly on his manhood, valuing a hair of his moustache above most women, and to him a woman was merely a passive object. The engineer apologises to women readers for this.
Some devils danced around him, a frightening dance with slow movements like clockwork dolls and zombies, treading in a circle. In the middle lay a terrifying naked devil on its back, rather like a huge frog on its back, with five hands and five feet that kept moving.
When the man passed out, the naked devil leapt on the bed and clung to his body and used it for its pleasure, while the other devils whistled and celebrated, evidently the union of their chief with a human. The engineer apologises again and says he must report what he saw.
4. Spirits fight each other
Asked whether the quarrels of the impure spirits happen everywhere or only occasionally, the engineer says he saw many of them, defeated spirits who had lost all hope, and that quarrels occurred everywhere. Such spirits are generally angry, sad and selfish, and constantly insult and demean each other with looks, gestures and words, often grappling and shouting foul curses.
Aminikhah contrasts this with the Qurʾān's description of paradise:
"They will not hear therein ill speech or commission of sin - Only a saying: 'Peace, peace.'" (Q 56:25-26, Sahih International)
In hell, by contrast, it is all curses and fights, and he cites the verse in which each nation entering curses its sister nation. The passage he cites is in Q 7:38, where "every time a nation enters, it will curse its sister".
In paradise the faces are fresh and joyous and the believers are loving and facing each other, which he draws from:
"On adorned couches, observing. You will recognize in their faces the radiance of pleasure." (Q 83:23-24, Sahih International) and "And We will remove whatever is in their breasts of resentment, [so they will be] brothers, on thrones facing each other." (Q 15:47, Sahih International)
He says the disbelievers share only interests, whereas believers' hearts are joined.
How did they fight without bodies? The engineer says they grappled in fury like intertwining smokes, without mixing. Their blows seemed hard but never landed, which increased their rage and hatred, since they could not discharge it. If one fled, another angry spirit would trap him elsewhere. The violence spread like a contagion.
Asked for more scenes, the engineer said that was enough for the week.
5. Where the devils are most active
The engineer said devils are everywhere: at transactions, when a calamity strikes, at conception, when something is about to move, at moments of choice, direction or an important act. Aminikhah adds: when you want to read the Qurʾān the devil acts on your thought and interpretation. When we go to the Imams' shrines our state often worsens, with doubts and objections coming; at bereavement; when people grow proud, angry or envious; at adultery, judging, lying, thinking of a sinful act, and even while people pray.
He ends with a prayer for a good end and the supplication for the Imam of the Age's return.




