Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 15: "The beautiful taking of a soul and the barzakhi paradise"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/15.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah, on the birthday of Imam Ḥusayn, finishes the second story of the book. The engineer, before returning to his body, asks to see a soul being taken at death and is shown a forty-year-old believer dying in the hospital: two beautiful figures come, the second draws the soul gently out from the feet, and shows him his place in the barzakhi paradise. Aminikhah explains who the two figures are, how the angel of death works with different kinds of people, and how God makes death easy for believers. The rest covers the engineer's return, his changed life, the forty pages he advises against reading, his closing advice, and the author's own near-death experience. He announces that the third story, which is frightening, starts next session.
1. Asking to see a soul taken
The engineer says he returned by the cylinder to the hospital and spoke at length with the spiritual voice in the operating room, but remembers only the end: before going back to his body he asked to see someone's soul being taken, to know what it looks like. The voice replied that people's state at death differs according to how they lived, and that a good man was dying in the hospital at that moment.
2. The death of the forty-year-old believer
In one of the hospital rooms a forty-year-old man lay in great pain, knowing he was dying and fearful of death, an ordinary believer and not a high one. Two other patients in the room were asleep.
A person in a white coat entered, strikingly beautiful, stood at the man's right shoulder, bent over and asked if he was in great pain. The man only pressed his eyelids shut. The visitor told him not to worry, since his pains would soon end.
A second person then entered, infinitely beautiful, "beauty beyond beauty", who said calmly and kindly that he had come to relieve him of his pains. He placed his hands on the man's feet and slowly moved them to the stomach, chest and neck. Aminikhah notes that the soul is drawn out from the toe up to the neck, and that when it reaches the throat God gives respite, citing the Qurʾān:
"Then why, when the soul at death reaches the throat And you are at that time looking on - And Our angels are nearer to him than you, but you do not see -" (Q 56:83-85, Sahih International)
When the hands neared the neck he asked if he still felt pain; the man raised his eyebrows. He said "now look up". The dying man looked up and his eyes shone with joy. The beautiful one said it was the place where he would stay until the resurrection, showing him the barzakhi paradise, and the people he saw were saints of God, and asked if he would like to live there near them. The man smiled with full contentment. The figure passed his hands over the man's head and the soul left the body. The engineer watched it rise slowly through the ceiling, at peace with death.
3. Who the two were
The voice asked who the two were. The first was the heavenly form of the man's deeds. Aminikhah says a narration holds that at death four forms appear to everyone, of his wealth, children and deeds, and recalls Ayatollah Jawādī Āmulī reading this narration in the commentary on Sūrat Maryam in a discussion of how everything has a manifestation (tamaththul). The form of wealth tells you it has gone with you only as far as a shroud, and the form of the children says they will go with you only to the grave. The better a person's faith and deeds, the more attractive and pleasant his death.
The second was the angel of death, charged with taking the souls of good people after getting their consent and with gentleness. Neither was a man or a woman, since the forms of deeds and angels have no sex.
Aminikhah draws on ʿAllāma Ṭabāṭabāʾī's al-Mīzān on the three kinds of verse about who takes the soul, and gives them: angels, the angel of death, and God:
"...He sends over you guardian-angels until, when death comes to one of you, Our messengers take him, and they do not fail [in their duties]." (Q 6:61, Sahih International)
"Say, 'The angel of death will take you who has been entrusted with you. Then to your Lord you will be returned.'" (Q 32:11, Sahih International)
"Allah takes the souls at the time of their death, and those that do not die [He takes] during their sleep. Then He keeps those for which He has decreed death and releases the others for a specified term. Indeed in that are signs for a people who give thought." (Q 39:42, Sahih International)
He says, following ʿAllāma Ṭabāṭabāʾī as he gives it, that the three are different levels, not contradictory. Average believers are taken by angels, pure believers by the angel of death himself, and some by God directly, like a minister and a president. The point is that a skilled agent takes the soul without pain or bleeding, while novices pull this way and that and wound it. He mentions that when Ibrāhīm saw the angel of death he fainted, and the story that he refused to give his life to anyone but God.
God is so kind, he says, that at death He makes the believer content and does not let him suffer. ʿAlī was asked why he was so in love with death and said that God had given him the best religion, prophet and book and loved him, so he fell in love with Him. Aminikhah says God sending Imam Ḥusayn to us, from beside Himself, is proof enough of His love, citing the Ziyāra Jāmiʿa line that the Imams were "at the Throne".
He recalls Sayyid ʿAlī Āqā Qāḍī, who said he had everything from Imam Ḥusayn and was ready to die, with one worry: that after death there would be no prayer. After his death a dream showed him in paradise with houris and angels coming and going.
He gives narrations as he knows them: someone who recites Sūrat al-Wāqiʿa nightly will see his place in paradise at death, and someone who reads certain sūras (al-Isrāʾ, the Friday-night mu'awwidhāt, al-Ḥadīd, al-Taghābun, al-Jumuʿa and others) will see the Imam of the Age, from afar, up close or in conversation.
4. Return and tiredness
The voice told him to return quickly. He felt intense loneliness, as if sinking into a dark bottomless well, and time seemed to stop, and then he opened his eyes. A nurse asked if he was glad to be alive; he said he was very sorry to be back. In the ICU he kept falling asleep, feeling very tired, having come a long way.
Aminikhah says a believer entering the barzakhi paradise (Wādī al-Salām at Najaf, as he puts it) is met by friends who know the state of the world and ask about those they knew: if someone who was a believer had died they would have seen him there. A man newly arrived who cannot answer about someone is told to rest. Residents of the barzakhi paradise take a midday sleep, and their tiredness is of the heart and mind, not of the body.
5. The Qurʾān recited at night
After some days he was moved to a private room, his mother beside him. The first night the spiritual voice told him it was one of the holiest nights of God and not to waste it sleeping. He said he had no Qurʾān; the voice said it would recite and he should repeat each word. He recited several sūras until morning. His mother said she had not known he had memorised it and that she recited along with him. She had not heard the voice.
He told his mother the truth when he came home from hospital. She stayed twenty days to look after him and then went home, and he was alone again.
6. Changes in him
He became able to keep away from sin, was unusually kind, prayed on time and carefully, attended to the meaning of the words, fasted voluntarily, visited the sick, gave to charity and helped anyone in difficulty. Everyone noticed. When people asked, he said he had been to the other side and seen things. Some smiled and said "lucky engineer", others, "poor engineer, his brain is damaged", and most urged him to marry to end his dangerous loneliness.
The forty pages that follow, he says, are the consequence of living alone: a jinn who calls himself "Hām" befriends him and later turns out to be Satan. He again advises listeners not to read them.
7. The engineer's closing advice
Advising himself, the engineer says earthly life, however pleasant and beautiful, ends, so act as a wise and far-sighted person. This whole world compared with that one is a particle against infinity and one's earthly life a moment against eternity. Aminikhah cites the Prophet: "the world is an hour, so make it obedience". He tells of Nūḥ, who when the angel of death came after two thousand years said he was still young, and says that at the end of time lives shrink to fifty, twenty, even fifteen years.
He says do not sell yourself to Satan for a tiny speck and a passing moment.
8. The author's own experience
At the end of the story, the engineer says he can tell people who have had a death experience by a trembling and warmth in his heart, and that the author is one. The author's friend Ḥusayn laughed that if he had, everyone would know and he would have written eight volumes. The engineer's gaze would not leave the author until he confessed: one night on the Caspian at Tālish he had come to the brink of death, hearing glorious music under the water, seeing the events of his life pass before him and being covered by a kind light that brought him up from the depths. He had kept it to himself. Hence Ḥusayn's question why he never said.
Aminikhah says that the author is Jamāl Ṣādiqī, the book's main author.
9. Closing
The second story is finished and the third starts on Saturday. He says the first story gave much hope, the second flickered, and the third "will be hard on you", because this man does not go to a good place when he dies and is returned to his body by a special favour. He asks his audience to prepare for the start. He ends with the supplication for the Imam of the Age.




