Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 24: "Disinheriting parents, even after death"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/24.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah, just before Ramadan, opens with a remark on supporting others by giving them work and not only alms, and then follows the doctor's account to its turning point. A woman and an angel of beautiful light appear in the valley and order the doctor and the blue-eyed man back to the world, the doctor being given another chance because of a single kindness: forgiving a debt, at the end of a night of struggle, so that a bankrupt relative would not have to sell his house, an act he did in the name of his dead mother after she appeared to him in a dream. Aminikhah uses this to speak of the needs of the dead, of sending reward to them, and of how small acts can alter destiny. The woman turns out to be his mother, now young and beautiful, and he asks to see where she lives.
1. An aside on helping people
Before the text, Aminikhah says that support for others should go beyond giving money to the poor. A young man at a red light offering to wash car windows would, he suggests, earn far more by begging, and people give to beggars but not to those who sell flowers. He says people should be encouraged to use their strength and earn bread by the arm, and that some scholars bought from their own neighbourhood shops so as not to disappoint the shopkeeper's hope.
2. The order to return
Amid the troubles of the valley the doctor looked up and saw two beings coming quickly. One was luminous, a beautiful halo of every colour, which he at once recognised as an angel. The other had the form of a woman, about thirty, very beautiful, graceful and gentle, dressed in white with a white scarf, both edged in purple. They landed about two metres from him. He was more taken with the halo than with her.
The woman told the agents behind him: "This person must return to the earth", and the agents behind the blue-eyed man: "and this one too." All four agents said "the command will be carried out." (He explains that each of the four was really two beings.) The halo then said that the blue-eyed man would return sooner, and the agents took him away. The halo told the doctor that God had given him another chance, and added that he hoped he would value this favour and cleanse himself of sin.
The doctor said he was thankful but knew he had not been a good servant and did not know why he had been shown this mercy. The halo told him the reason, which Aminikhah says is the start of his transformation. Aminikhah compares it to Ramadan films: gloomy for the first two decades, better by the nights of power, with weddings at the end of the month.
3. The reason: a kindness to a relative
The doctor's parents had lived in a provincial town before marriage, where his mother had inherited several plots of land. After her death at about forty, a good plot passed to him. He had an economy car and wanted a better one, a Mazda, so he sold the land.
The day after receiving the money he met an elderly relative, an honest merchant of modest means, visiting Tehran from his home town, who spoke of a large deal that he said would bring him a big profit. Persuaded by his confidence, the doctor asked to join. The relative agreed to take his savings as a loan and share the profit, but if there was no profit the doctor would get back only the principal. (Aminikhah explains this is to avoid interest: a partnership shares both profit and loss; one that guarantees profit without loss is usury.) The doctor asked how long he would wait; "six months at most", he was told. He gave all his money and received a signed cheque with no sum, dated six months later.
After six months he got no profit. The merchant went bankrupt and gave all his possessions to creditors except the house his family lived in. One night he phoned the doctor and said not to worry, he would soon repay; he had found a buyer for his house who would pay in cash, an unscrupulous opportunist who meant to buy it at half its value because the seller badly needed the money.
The doctor said nothing on the phone, neither encouraging nor discouraging, and afterwards was lost in thought: what kind of man would make a man homeless so he could ride a Mazda? He could manage without it. His principles, he says, forbade him: religious authorities say a debtor must not be evicted from his home, and the house, carpet and clothes are among the necessities left to a bankrupt. He had spent years telling students about nobility and religious ethics; now it was a practical test, and he told himself that religious ethics are not an ornament of lecture rooms but are for acting on.
That night he lay awake until two or half-past two. In a dream his mother appeared dishevelled, very thin and pale. When he asked what was wrong she said the dead always need the charity of the living, and that parents are "cut off" (ʿāqq) if their child sends them no gifts after death.
4. Aminikhah on the dead and their needs
He says many people are prayed for during their parents' lives, and after death what the parents expect of care is fifty thousand times greater. Many are cut off after their parents' death; he says there are strange stories of this. Reward sent to the dead is not divided but "photocopied": a loaf sent for a hundred people becomes a hundred loaves, and he compares it to opening a window to let in air. Many dead have no heirs or one who does nothing, and general prayers such as "O God, forgive the believing men and women" reach many of them.
With Ramadan ahead, he says that each verse recited in Ramadan equals a full recitation of the Qurʾān, and the great scholars advised going to the cemetery daily, at least reciting a part and dedicating the reward to the believing dead and others in difficulty.
5. The act of forgiveness
Mother said "the dead need charity; if you send some, I shall be better" and vanished. The doctor woke at dawn, prayed, and wondered what good deed to do for her: a carpet for a mosque, sacrificial meat for the poor, money to the needy. He wanted something more valuable.
At eight he phoned the bankrupt merchant, who was reading the Qurʾān, and said there was no need to sell, he forgave him the loan. The merchant refused: "you are kind to me, but the money is your right and I cannot eat your right". The doctor replied that it was not eating a right but giving up a right, and that he wanted the whole reward to go to his mother. At the end he asked the man to tell no one, so the deed would be pure, and says he tells the authors only because he promised them he would hide nothing important and because they promised not to reveal his name.
Aminikhah says that after this the miserly and corrupt part of the doctor could no longer tempt him, and he felt the ease of having done one good deed in his life.
6. The woman is his mother
One of the beings told him that to make amends he would be sent back, but first would be placed with the woman for a while. The doctor asked who she was; "look closely at her face, you will know her". He recognised something in her cheeks, smile and gaze, though she looked far more beautiful than before. She was his mother. She had died at forty, but there she looked about thirty, at the height of freshness.
Aminikhah says that a person's face there is shaped by deeds, and the more numerous and sincere, the fresher and more beautiful. He says this is why the Imam of the Age, who has lived the longest and acted the most, has the most beautiful face among the Ahl al-Bayt in paradise, though he does not wish to compare them: ʿAlī and Fāṭima are beyond the reach of the other Ahl al-Bayt, and Imam Sajjād said that none of them reaches the deeds of ʿAlī. He cites, as he gives them, a narration that ʿAlī's sword stroke at the Battle of the Trench outweighs the worship of jinn and men, and that each breath ʿAlī drew sleeping in the Prophet's bed on the night of the migration could free a community.
The dead we see in dreams show their deeds in their faces: a defect of the hand might come from a sin by the hand, a hungry look from something else. He says he will give a series on the forms of deeds.
The doctor greeted his mother; she answered warmly. Asked if they embraced, the doctor said he felt as if he were in her embrace. She had been a literature teacher in a high school. She told him: "How well you did not let that man lose his house." He said her words in the dream had greatly affected him. She said: "You gave up the money; thank you for the good deed you did for me; here I have reached a higher station."
Aminikhah notes that she was the only one of the three narrators' acquaintances to be in the barzakhi paradise. She also told him that if the merchant had sold his house, the doctor would have got his money and bought his car, but a month later he would have had an accident and severed his spinal cord. Aminikhah says that is how accounts work.
He gives the story of a man who asked Imam al-Ṣādiq to learn the language of animals, heard a hen predict its own death, killed it, then did the same with a sheep and a cow, and was then told that if the animals stayed alive he himself would die the next week. He says God puts simple acts in our path with a huge network behind them. The doctor's mother also said "Fate was thus, but you changed your fate."
She said she lives in the barzakhi paradise. The doctor asked to see her home; she looked questioningly at the halo, who said there was no problem, he could take her with him for a time but eventually she must be returned. Aminikhah says the account continues on Saturday.
7. Closing
He ends with the supplication for the Imam of the Age, and "Āmīn".




