Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 35: "A barzakhi view of spouse, love and survival"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/35.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah reads the near-final part of the doctor's account: after remarks on taking hell seriously, the doctor tells his friend Ḥusayn that every person in the barzakhi paradise has one spouse, and that union there is by exchange of ethereal waves, a higher kind of pleasure than the earthly. Aminikhah explains this through the creation of Ādam and Ḥawwāʾ, the theory that marriage is a manifestation of the desire for nearness and survival, the principle that the better-natured of two former spouses is joined in the barzakh to the other, and the matching of unmarried people by likeness of soul. He then gives the humorous answer to Ḥusayn's questions about changing appearance and ends by announcing that the account of the time of the Imam's appearance comes next.
1. Taking hell seriously
The doctor said he thought he had said enough about hell, but the important thing is to take it seriously. Aminikhah says some people insist that God does not take anyone to hell because He is merciful, like a father who would not punish his child severely. He calls this a fallacy or a naive or mischievous reading of God's mercy: God is as just as He is merciful, and justice requires the punishment of the wicked: a murderer, a thief, one who destroys others' reputation, one who serves the oppressor, unless he truly repents. A friend asked if he would read these parts too, and he said that there is nothing hidden from people: whatever is in the book he reads.
He mentions in passing that it is the eve of the feast, and that some authorities say today is the feast and others tomorrow, and says this part of the book has a happy ending.
2. Spouses in the barzakhi paradise
The barzakhi paradise has good houses, clothes and food. Ḥusayn asked, "Do the souls have good and beautiful spouses too?" The doctor said yes. Ḥusayn's face lit up and he said they had reached the best part. The doctor said he knew little: they told him that every man and woman has a spouse; Farhād, Majīd and Ārmīn all did, and his own mother was not unmarried. Ḥusayn pressed for more; the doctor said that was all he knew. The author asked whether he had told his father, who, he imagined, would "go up in smoke"; the doctor said he had not dared.
Ḥusayn asked how souls make love, and the doctor said, as he heard, by sending each other ethereal waves: their blending or interference gives the greatest pleasure, which is not comparable to earthly sexual pleasure but far higher, deeper and wider.
Aminikhah says that in the material world every pleasure comes dirty and with trouble: to taste food one must carry a great deal of mess, stomach troubles, digestion, and obtaining the food. In the barzakh, because there is no matter, there is pleasure without the trouble: the taste is fifty thousand times stronger without stomach, digestive system or indigestion. In the same way the pleasure of a spouse exists without reproductive organs, conception, pregnancy, blood or harm.
He addresses those who ridicule the Qurʾān's picture of paradise as sexual enticement: the highest pleasure there is the pleasure of the spouse, and its meaning is nearness.
3. Ādam and Ḥawwāʾ, and survival
Ādam and Ḥawwāʾ were spouses in paradise before eating from the tree, as the verse shows: "So he made them fall, through deception. And when they tasted of the tree, their private parts became apparent to them..." (Q 7:22, Sahih International). He says they had been spouses and had no sexual organs: when they ate they acquired them. They were in the descending barzakh, where they were not to have children; Ādam committed no sin; the divine plan was that he come down, and God told him not to eat only because no wise person leaves a better thing for a lower one without being told. The doctrine of Ādam's descent, he says, occupies fifty pages of al-Mīzān and would take seventy or eighty sessions.
He says Ādam wanted to remain, to attain permanence, and when he ate, the organ appeared: God taught him that his survival is by that path, generation to generation, which is how survival works in the material world.
Aminikhah says a spouse is the manifestation of our desire for survival; the lowest part of that is the material pleasure, and he criticises Western civilisation for reducing woman to a commodity while calling itself her defender.
He gives the Prophet's saying, as he has it: "Of your world I love women, perfume and prayer." The three are of one kind, nearness (qurb), and nearness in the material world has its requirements, but nearness itself has no dirt or trouble. He says women are a symbol of the divine name "the Intimate" (al-Wadūd), and one seeks in a spouse someone to become one with; eating is a manifestation of the name "the Strong", since we eat to be strong, and in the barzakh the strength exists without its impurity or conversion of energy.
He cites the command to Ādam: "And We said, 'O Adam, dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise and eat therefrom in [ease and] abundance from wherever you will...'" (Q 2:35, Sahih International). He says there were no sexual organs there, and that "dwell" shows the spouse is what makes paradise inhabitable (sukūn, peace). God created the world in pairs: earth and sky, night and day, man and woman; the barzakh has night and day and earth and sky too, but different. He gives the image of rain falling for the people of paradise from the sky.
4. Who is whose spouse
Ḥusayn asked whether a soul has only one spouse or may take several; the doctor said only one.
Aminikhah recalls a narration, as he has it, in which a woman asked the Prophet who would be her husband in the next world if she had had several husbands on earth: he answered that whoever was better-natured. He explains that this is by creation (takwīnan), not by law: the one whose union was truer. If a person was unmarried, the soul that most resembles his is his partner. He says this shows that Noah and his wife were not a pair, nor Āsiya and Pharaoh, and that Āsiya is the spouse of another, as some narrations say Ayyūb. He gives the Qurʾānic image:
"He released the two seas, meeting [side by side]; Between them is a barrier [so] neither of them transgresses. So which of the favors of your Lord would you deny?" (Q 55:19-21, Sahih International)
He says these two seas are taken as ʿAlī and Fāṭima, the original pair in the world.
Ḥusayn's face wrinkled at "only one spouse". The doctor comforted him: spouses of spirits can appear in a new form at each meeting.
Aminikhah jokes about a television serial of Yūsuf in which Zulaykhā changed faces and an SMS joke that it was a beauty institute. He says each form one wants is available, and that someone who gives up looking at a beautiful face for God's sake gets his spouse in that guise in paradise. On the difference between a spouse and the houris, he cites the Qurʾānic phrase "full-breasted [companions] of equal age" (Q 78:33, Sahih International; "kawāʿiba atrāban") and says the translations and the meaning need a long discussion, but material and imaginal worlds cannot be compared.
5. Ḥusayn's reaction
Ḥusayn exclaimed that the doctor had set his mind at rest. The author, noting how Ḥusayn stared, said he was listening to the voice of his appetites and told him to pour out his pent-up wishes. Ḥusayn replied that if sexual desire were ugly God would not have put it in human nature, and turned again to the doctor: "Did your mother...?" The author cut in: "For God's sake, Ḥusayn, leave the doctor's mother out of it!" and told him he had said all he heard on the subject of marriage.
6. Closing
They have lunch and pray, and the account turns to the future and the time of the Imam's appearance: the doctor learnt from his mother what condition the Middle East will be in before the appearance. Aminikhah says that is for tomorrow and is near the end of the book, and ends with the supplication for the Imam of the Age.




