Beyond Death (Ān sūy-e marg), session 36: "The future of the world under the government of universal justice"
Source: https://aminikhaah.ir/song/36.
Summary
In this session, Hujjat al-Islam Aminikhah, on the birthday of Imam Ḥasan, reaches the end of the doctor's account: what his mother told him about the Imam of the Age and the events before and after his appearance. Aminikhah frames it as the completion of the world's own substantial motion, the community's death-agony before it, and a sketch of the sequence of events from narrations, with the doctor's portrait of the Saviour and of Jesus' return. He then describes the doctor's return to earth, his mother's two pieces of advice, the first on the rights of others and the second on avoiding polytheism, which he starts to explain through the example of the doctor and medicine.
1. Opening
On Imam Mujtabā's birthday he asks for a blessing for the purification of hearts. He says more than three hundred pages of the book have been read and that in two or three sessions it will be finished. The doctor says the conversation with his friends was long and they taught him much and showed him many scenes, but he remembers nothing more than what he has told. They wished him success and left.
After they left, he walked a little more with his mother. The dead, depending on their level, have a view of the future of humanity; the believers among them know something of coming events, especially about the appearance, since they are affected by it. A narration, as he gives it, says that when the Imam appears the dead give each other good news.
2. The appearance as the completion of the world
Aminikhah says the appearance is not merely a change in the world but the last stage of its perfection. Every thing is in substantial motion, becoming actual, and the world too is moving towards its perfection. After very heavy trials it enters a new period of perfection in which it is most like the hereafter: it still is the world, so people still worship, and there are still Ramadan, summer and winter, but with the limits lifted. Many trials that are not needed for our growth, such as the injustices we now endure, were not part of our destiny: oppression is an excess that the Imam will remove. The barzakh too then rises a step, and all are made ready for the resurrection.
3. Before the appearance
The doctor reports his mother as saying that evil spreads in the world: adultery, lying, usury, flattery, bribery, atheism and deadly strife; the troublemakers kill people as easily as insects, singly or in groups, until every human anywhere (in the street, in a shop, at work, in a library or park, in a church, mosque, synagogue or temple, even asleep at home) is under threat. Many die from incurable illness and natural disasters, especially violent, repeated earthquakes. At the height of this, two religious movements arise under two influential persons, with the Middle East as their centre.
Aminikhah says the persons are named by code in the narrations, the Khurāsānī and the Sufyānī; the Sufyānī, whom he gives the name ʿUthmān ibn ʿAnbasa, a descendant of Abū Sufyān, forms a government in the Levant and seizes lands including present Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and parts of Iraq. His rule lasts six months, during which a price is put on the Shiʿa's heads and they are massacred; the six months before the appearance are marked by the Sufyānī's fight with the Khurāsānī, whose army comes towards the Levant. He asks whether this is our generation and says only God knows and that the good news is plentiful.
He says the conquest of the Levant precedes the conquest of Jerusalem, which follows the appearance and is done by the Imam himself. The claim that the Zionist regime "will not see twenty-five years" is, he says, mistaken; its destruction comes after the appearance, and he cites a narration that some go to destroy the Jews and cannot until they enter Jerusalem with the Imam, where Jesus descends and says "I follow you." Many Christians believe, and there is a heavy conflict with the Jews. It will not be easy as some think.
A narration says conditions grow so hard that people at graveyards envy the dead, and he compares pre-appearance times to the death-agony of society, in which Satan does his last work, as he does for the individual.
Another movement, the Yamānī, comes from Yemen and takes Mecca before the appearance. The government of the Hijaz is weak: rulers last a year, then a month, then a day. Two weeks before, the "pure soul" (nafs zakiyya) is sent by the Imam to announce the appearance and is killed beside the Kaʿba. The Khurāsānī army, who were at pilgrimage and are armed, surround the Imam. The Sufyānī sends an army, and the "swallowing of the Bayḍāʾ desert" takes place: the earth swallows his army on the way, and only two survive.
He says the matter of relief is quick in its resolution but not in its occurrence: by prayer, he says, the Pharaoh's destruction was brought forward by three hundred years, yet its occurrence was gradual.
4. After the appearance: the sequence he gives
The Imam meets the Khurāsānī sayyid on the border of Ahvāz, and narrations (he refers to a four-volume book, Ilzām al-nāṣib) describe a riding of birds. The Yamānī hand over Mecca. The Imam goes to Iraq, calms it, then to Jerusalem, then to Egypt, where treasures beneath the pyramids will enrich the whole world. He makes a seven-year treaty with the Romans, who break it. He first fights the "Turks", whom the narrations identify with the Chinese and Russians, he says, though he does not apply it.
The doctor reports his mother's description: a man who looks forty, of the strongest faith, agile, able and intelligent, with a high forehead, a beautiful face, a delicate mole on his right cheek, with the faith of Ibrāhīm, the patience of Mūsā, the asceticism of Masīḥ and the knowledge and mercy of Muḥammad. He calls people to God's religion with strong logic and fights the powerful. He goes first to Arabia, then Iraq and Syria; he kills the Sufyānī; and near Jerusalem, in front of his supporters, Jesus descends from heaven.
Aminikhah says it is interesting that the doctor did not know these narrations yet reports them from his mother. Jesus calls Christians to follow the Saviour, and they obey, except the Zionist Christians, and most believe before Jesus' death. He cites the Qurʾān on that:
"And there is none from the People of the Scripture but that he will surely believe in Jesus before his death.
Eventually the rest of humanity converge on one religion: Jews, Zoroastrians, Buddhists.
He gives a narration, as he has it, that the Imam's rule begins with "blood-clot and sweat": hard work first. In the first week he announces that whoever wants to see him should come to the Friday prayer in the mosque of Kūfa the next week; the crowd is so large that the sermon is delayed by the noise and weeping; he orders a bridge to be built over the Euphrates connecting Najaf and Karbala, and the next Friday the congregation stretches from the Kūfa mosque to the shrine of Imam Ḥusayn, ninety kilometres.
Later a door of sciences opens: the universities close; all earthly treasures are discovered and shared; blessings flow from earth and sky; there is great progress in social, cultural, religious and spiritual affairs, mathematics, physics, medicine and genetics, so that people live very long, seeing, in his uncertain recollection, forty or seventy generations of descendants. He says of the 27 "gates" of knowledge only two have been opened so far.
5. The doctor's return, and his mother's advice
The mother fell silent for a long time and said his leave was ending and he must return. The doctor was very sad, wanting only to stay, but she told him he should be grateful: if he had died for good he would still be in the valley of the rights of others; now he has the precious chance to purify himself and to do so that he is not taken there again. Her words made him willing to go back. She said "before you go, hear some advice".
The first was about the rights of others: care for people's lives, property, time and honour. The second was: "keep away from polytheism (shirk)." If a polytheist does not repent he is cast in the fire for ever. One is a polytheist if one sets anyone or anything on a level with God's essence, in His attributes or acts, worships anything but God or obeys others than God, believes God has wife or children, or believes in goddesses, or darkness as equal in power to God.
The doctor replied defensively that in these respects he need not worry, since he regards everyone as a servant of God, believes in no gods and does not equate darkness with divine light. She said: do not be so sure of yourself. We all once fell ill, went to a doctor, took his medicine and recovered. If we said "that doctor healed me" that is polytheism; we should say "God healed me through that doctor." Aminikhah says that levels of paradise correspond to levels of unity: one should treat means as means, and the real cause is God, who can give even without causes.
He gives the story of Imam Riḍā: in the age of Hārūn al-Rashīd Imam Mūsā al-Kāẓim was jailed and killed quietly; under al-Maʾmūn Imam Riḍā spoke openly and sharply, and some of his followers urged caution; he is "the stranger of strangers" because nobody understood his strategy: he spoke when all were silent and was silent when all spoke. He then gives a saying attributed to Imam Riḍā, as he has it, that sand and ants were God's agents against some people, and that it is not weapons and missiles that protect. Seeing means as alongside God and not under Him is shirk, which, a little higher, becomes hypocrisy and, higher still, real polytheism.
He tells of a leading stomach specialist whose own son died of ordinary diarrhoea that the doctor could not detect, as an example that means are not the agent. Not that one should not use one's brain, he says: means have their place but nothing but God is the agent.
6. Closing
He says the second advice, polytheism, will be explained more next session; there are two or three sessions left, perhaps ten or twelve pages. He asks to be among the soldiers of the Imam of the Age and ends with the supplication for his return.




